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A Dynamic Study of the Letter to the Romans
The Law in the Letter to the Romans
Part one: Who is the true Jew?

Romans 2:12-29

12 For as many as have sinned outside the law will also perish outside the law.  And as many as have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 

13 For it is not the hearers of law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who shall be set right. 

14 For when Gentiles that do not have a law by nature do the deeds of the law, they – though not possessing a law – are a law unto themselves. 

15 Such people demonstrate that the work of the law is written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness, and their thoughts condemning or even defending, 

16 on a day when God judges the secrets of people through Christ Jesus, according to my gospel.
17 But if you call yourself a Jew and find your comfort in (the) law and boast in God,

18 and know God’s will and approve the things that are important, being instructed by the law;
19 and have convinced yourself that you are a guide of the blind, a light of those in darkness,

20 a tutor of fools, a teacher of the simple, possessing the embodiment of knowledge and of truth in the law;

21 the one therefore who teaches the other, do you not teach yourself? The one who preaches not to steal, do you steal?

22 the one who says not to commit adultery, do you commit adultery? The one who abhors idols, do you rob temples?

23 you who boast in (the) law, do you dishonour God through transgressing the law?

24 “For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles on account of you,” as it has been written.

25 For on the one hand circumcision is advantageous if you do the law. But on the other hand if you are a transgressor of law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.

26 If therefore “the uncircumcision” observes the righteous requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be reckoned as a circumcision? 
27 And will (not) the physical uncircumcision who satisfies the law judge you, law’s transgressor, not withstanding (your) possession of letter and circumcision? 
28 For not the public (Jew) is a Jew, nor is public (circumcision) by flesh circumcision 
29 rather, the hidden Jew (is a Jew), and circumcision of the heart, in spirit rather than letter, (is circumcision); (he is a Jew) whose praise is not from people but from God.

_______________________________________________________

The Law written on the Heart: Romans 2:12-16
Writings by Justin Martyr (150 AD) …
In his two Apologies addressed to educated pagans, he [Paul] therefore tries to counter the objection that Christianity is an arbitrary innovation; he argues for the universal significance of Christ through the operation of the divine logos.  The fullness of the logos is Christ, in whom all people participate through possession of the spermatic logos.  This enables those who have lived “with the logos” such as Socrates and Heraclitus, to be regarded as honorary Christians (1 Apology.46; 2.8, 10, 13).  But to live by the knowledge and contemplation of the whole logos who is Christ, is a different matter.
There are thus two different ways of participating in the Logos:

1. Through the “seeds” of the Logos naturally implanted in all human beings

2. Through the knowledge of Christ.
For a seed and an imitation (of the Logos) imparted to a person in accordance with his natural capacity is one thing, and the thing itself is another, in which a participation and imitation takes place by the grace which comes from him (2 Apology.13).  Origen of Alexandria developed a similar distinction between an ontological participation in God in which all human beings share in a dynamic participation which is accessible to Christians alone.  In Justin’s terms, pagans can know Christ in an indirect way, but the fulfillment of the human person’s participation in the Logos can only take place through the personal knowledge of the incarnate logos that comes by grace, especially via Baptism and the Eucharist (1 Apology.61).

Whatever things the philosophers and the lawgivers excellently uttered or invented were wrought out by them through the co-operation of the Logos in discovery or contemplation” (Apology 2:10).
We have been taught that Christ is the firstborn of God, and we have declared that He is the Logos, of whom every race of man were partakers and those living according to the Logos are Christians, even though they have been atheists, as among the Greeks such as Socrates, Heraclitus and men like them (Apology 1:46).
Whatever all men have uttered what is right is the property of us Christians.  For we worship and love next to God the Logos, who is from the Unbegotten and Ineffable God, since it was even for us that he became man, that he might be a partaker of our sufferings and bring us healing.  For all writers through the implanted seed of the Logos which was engrafted in them, were able to see the truth darkly, for the seed and imitation of a thing which is given according to the capacity of him who receives it is one thing, and quite a different one is the thing itself of which the communication and the imitation are received according to the grace from God (Apology 2:13).
For whatever either lawgivers or philosophers uttered well, they elaborated by finding and contemplating some part of the Logos.  But since they did not know the entire Logos, which is Christ, they often contradicted themselves.  And those who by human birth were more ancient than Christ, when they tried to consider and prove things by reason, were brought before the tribunals, as impious persons and busybodies.  And Socrates, who was more zealous in this direction than all of them, was accused of the very same crimes as us.  For they said that he was introducing a new divinity and did not consider those to be gods whom the state recognized … (Apology 2:10).
Jalal ad Din Rumi

Mawlānā Jalāl-ad-Dīn Muhammad Rūmī, also known as Mawlānā Jalāl-ad-Dīn Muhammad Balkhī (Persian: محمد بلخى), but known to the English-speaking world simply as Rumi, (Sept. 30, 1207 – Dec. 17, 1273), was a 13th century Muslim Persian (Tājīk) poet, jurist, and Hanafi theologian.  His name literally means "Majesty of Religion" – Jalal means "majesty" and Din means "religion."  “Rumi” is a descriptive name meaning "the Roman" since he lived most parts of his life in Anatolia which had been part of the Byzantine Empire two centuries before. 

Rumi was born in Balkh (in present-day Afghanistan), then a city of Greater Khorasan and died in Konya, Seljuk Empire (in present-day Turkey).  His birthplace and native language/local dialect indicates a Persian heritage.  His poetry is in Persian and his works are widely read in Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and in translation especially in Turkey, Azerbaijan, the US, and South Asia.  He lived most of his life in, and produced his works under, the Seljuk Empire.  After Rumi's death, his followers founded the Mevlevi Order, better known as the "Whirling Dervishes," who believe in performing their worship in the form of dance and music ceremony called the sema.
Here is a short tale of Rumi’s search [for Christ] … 
“I tried to find Him on the Christian cross, but He was not there; I went to the Temple of the Hindus and to the old pagoda, but I could not find a trace of Him anywhere.

I searched the mountains and the valleys but neither in the heights nor in the depths was I able to find Him. I went to the Kaaba in Mecca, but He was not there either.

I questioned the scholars and philosophers, but He was beyond their understanding.

I then looked into my heart and it was there where He dwelled that I saw him; He was nowhere else to be found.”
And here is another lament …
1. Listen to this reed how it complains:  
it is telling a tale of separations.

2. Saying, "Ever since I was parted from the reed-bed, 
man and woman have moaned in (unison with) my lament. 

3. I want a bosom torn by severance, 
that I may unfold (to such a one) the pain of love-desire.

4. Every one who is left far from his source 
wishes back the time when he was united with it.

5. In every company I uttered my wailful notes, 
I consorted with the unhappy and with them that rejoice.
(Mathnawi, VI 216-227)

Here is writing from Rabi´a al-Adawiyya, who is believed to have lived from 717 to 801 AD in Basra in what is now Iraq.
I have two loves for You
That of passion
and that of your merits!
For the passion.
I need to bring to mind
only You!

But for the love
that you merit,
The universe goes unseen
While You are not
before me
It is not to me
That I must give thanks
but to You
in this manifold love.

"O my Lord, the stars are shining and the eyes of men are closed, and kings have shut their doors, and every lover is alone with his beloved, and here I am alone with Thee."
If I adore You out of fear of Hell, burn me in Hell!
If I adore you out of desire for Paradise,
Lock me out of Paradise.
But if I adore you for Yourself alone,
Do not deny to me Your eternal beauty.       [ll.8-12, p.45]

I carry a torch in one hand
And a bucket of water in the other:
With these things I am going to set fire to Heaven
And put out the flames of Hell
So that voyagers to God can rip the veils
And see the real goal. [p.43]
Doorkeeper of the Heart: Versions of Rabia / [translated by] Charles Upton. Putney, Vt.: Threshold Books, 1988.   ISBN: 0939660245

Two important questions:

1. What is true and right in the above words?

2. What is utterly false in the above words?

The Jews and the Written Law in the Torah
Romans 2:17, if you are called a “Jew.”  Jew occurs in the NT as a name that had been used by foreigners for a person belonging to Judea (See Rom 1:16; 2:9-10; 3:9, 29; 9:24; 10:12; or 1:22-24; 9:20-21; 10:32; 12:13; Gal 2:14-15; 3:28; Col 3:11).  But increasingly during the time of the Maccabean period (The years 167 – 63 BC are known as the Maccabean Period, sometimes referred to as “Between the Testaments”) it was also accepted and used by the Jews themselves as a self-designation in place of the older names “Israelite” or “Hebrew.”
Names are part of the identity in the Bible where God asked Adam to name creatures around him (Gen 2:18-20).  Even God revealed his divine name to Moses.

Names have three important functions:

1. Names designate persons and objects to identity them.

2. Names establish personal relationships among friends and enemies.

3. Names and persons cannot be separated, and the name of God means his very person whom we call by name.

From the NT we learn that the name “Jews” means those who do not accept Christianity. This is due to the fact that Christianity was born in Judaism and here in Romans the distinction is more between Jew and Gentile, and what is at stake is the status of the new teaching which Paul himself it is still debating with the Jews (though noticeably for his own self-designation he uses the older name “Israelite” (Rom 11.1; 2 Cor 11:22).

Was Paul attacking the Jews?

1. No, because what he wrote is not just a general attack but a series of questions:

a) If you call yourself a Jew and find your comfort in (the) law and boast in God, and have convinced yourself that you are a guide of the blind, a light of those in darkness,
b) And are a tutor of fools, a teacher of the simple, possessing the embodiment of knowledge and of truth in the law …
Such statements which gives credit to the Jews, is by all means not part of a campaign of Anti-Semitism.  The above phrases in a form of questions catches well the Jewish attitude to that which Paul is here confronting – confidence born of the gift of the law to Israel, a confidence that possession of the law is a sure mark of God’s favor (cf. Mic 3:11).
The Law

Paul knew well the law (Gal 1:14; 3:6) as a way of life where distinctiveness of the Jew from the Gentile is clear.  What Paul is questioning therefore, is precisely the Jewish reliance on this distinctiveness.  
What can happen is we find comfort in any other source than God?

1. That source becomes a bond that can keep us under its spell as slaves.
Abba Philemon
“Anything other than God can gradually take the very place of God and become your god.”
2. The law has the power to make us reflect on our life and our behavior rather than on God, because we want to learn if we are right and clean.
3. The law makes us “boast in God.” The sense of “boast” could have a negative meaning such as boasting in the God who favored you while neglecting others. Fanatic Christians boast in their church membership.
4. The good sense appears in (Ps 49:6; 149:5).  In the NT “boast” is an almost exclusively Pauline word – 35 out of 37 occurrences are in the Pauline letters.
5. Paul boasts himself (Rom 5:11; or 1:31 and 2 Cor 10:17, both citing Jer 9:23). There may be here a Jewish boasting that tends to be nationalistically exclusive: Jewish boasting in God as theirs alone.  This attitude may be supported by Romans 3:27-29.
6. Paul in Galatians 6.14 boasts in the cross and only in the cross while from a human perspective as in 2 Corinthians 11:21-29 he can boast in the things which show his weakness (2 Cor 11:30).  Paul demonstrated the futility of his converts’ boasting about their spiritual attainments by setting out a list of his own attainments, evidently to outclass and shame them, but then he concludes with the statement, “If I must boast,  I will boast of the things that show my weakness” (2 Cor 11:30); in Philippians 3:4-6 he attempts to counter any judaizer’s claimed pedigree by citing his own Jewish pedigree, but concludes with statements regarding his far greater desire to “know Christ” and to experience in his own life all that is his because he is associated with Christ (Gal 3:7-14).  Becoming one of Christ’s or as being “of Christ” or “in Christ” (Gal 3:29) effects a radical change in one’s perspective.  As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:16, “So from now on we regard no one from a merely human perspective according to the flesh, even if we once regarded Christ from a merely human perspective kata sarka (according to the flesh) as a Jew, we regard him now in this manner no longer.” Thus with regard to boasting, Paul expresses the fervent wish that he may never exult in matters having to do with “the flesh,” that is, merely human achievements.  Regarding the cross of Christ still even today, after almost two millennia of the cross as a sacred symbol, it is difficult for Christians to appreciate the repugnance and horror with which the cross was viewed among both Jews and Gentiles in the first century (cf. M. Hengel, Crucifixion, 1958).  The only things comparable in our day would be venerating an electric chair or wearing a hangman’s noose around our necks as a symbol of our religious devotion.  Indeed, as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1:23, the proclamation of “Christ crucified” was “a stumbling block [“scandal”] to Jews and foolishness [“senseless”] to Gentiles.”  Yet for Paul the central feature of the Christian gospel and the focus of the gospel’s proclamation is “Christ crucified.”  By metonymy (replacing one word with another), such associated terms as “cross” and “death” were used by him to represent the basic Christian “I” (cf. 1 Cor 1:17-18; 15:3; Phil 2:8; 3:18; Col 1:20; 2:14-15).  Thus, as noted at Galatians 3:1, the gospel of Christ crucified so completely rules out any other supposed means of being righteous before God that Paul found it utterly incomprehensible for anyone who has once embraced such a gospel to ever think of supplementing it in anyway.  For to hold before one’s eyes, as Paul says, “Jesus Christ having been crucified,” is to put an end to all forms of legalism.  When, in fact, Paul speaks of the work of Christ in Galatians, his focus is entirely on “the cross” and “Christ crucified” (see Gal 1:4; 2:20; 3:1, 13, as well as here at 6:12 and 14; cf. also 1 Cor 1:17-18, 23; 2:2; 5:7b; 8:11; 11:24-26).

Abba Philemon

“My beloved brother, if you love the Lord do not allow this love to make you sit on the throne of the Judge our Lord and condemn those who do not believe in Jesus.  If you witness to the redeeming love of God the Father, be sure that you do so wishing salvation rather than judgement.”
Know God’s Will
Romans 2:18  … and know God’s will and approve the things that are important, being educated in the law.
Knowing what God wanted of his people was naturally a matter of concern in Jewish piety, though not so frequently expressed in just these terms (cf. Ps 40:8; 143:10).  Again Paul makes no criticism of the desire to do God’s will; on the contrary, that is fundamental for him too (Rom 1:10 and Rom 15:32).  What he sets his sights on is rather the too easy assumption of privileged knowledge by virtue of being instructed in the law as the Jewish book of Baruch 4:4 which says, “Happy are we, Israel, because we know what is pleasing to God.”  For Paul such knowledge is possible only at a deeper level, through a transformed mind (Rom 12:2).
“Approve the things that are important, being katechew” (Greek verb, from which comes catechesis, teaching, and means “instructed by the law” and “you know right from wrong” (New English Bible).  The same phrase is used in Philippians 1:10, and in both instances Paul probably has in mind the act of applying a test which will show what in any particular case are the essential matters and what the nonessentials. 

The essential Law of the disciple

Abba Philemon
“The true and essential Law of any disciple is to keep the two great commandments which are summarized in one line, renounce yourself and carry your cross and follow the Lord. 

When we renounce our old life we take the first step;
When we carry our cross we walk with the Lord daily;
When we follow him we discover gradually that our cross is part of his cross.

How does the cross teach us what is essential?

1. Sacrificial love does not seek its will


2. When we sacrifice everything for the Lord, we learn his will which allows us 

     the freedom of love.  This freedom has two great qualities.



a) Freedom from the self


b) Loving our self as the Lord Jesus loves his self.

Typical attitudes
Romans 2:19-20: These verses consist of a sequence of phrases which continue the characterization of what Paul clearly regards as typical Jewish attitudes.  There is nothing wrong in that attitude.
Embodiment
Romans 2:20:  embodiment of knowledge and of truth in the law.
There is now general agreement that the Greek word morphwsis must mean “embodiment, complete expression” which is the usage of Koine Greek rather than of classical Greek. “Knowledge” and “truth” refer to no specific content or claim; it is knowledge and truth as such which are in mind.  Together the words encompass the highest claims and aspirations of religion and philosophy in the ancient world.  The Jewish attitude is what every one of gravitas aspires after, which has been given to Israel in the law.  Here Paul may be echoing some actual attitude of the Diaspora Synagogues. But the closest parallels in Wisdom books is that in the Wisdom book of Ben Sira that the divine Wisdom sought by all is now embodied in the law (Sir 24:23).
Truth and knowledge could be encountered inside the boundaries of good and evil marked by the law. These boundaries define real life.
Truth in the Law means:

1. Good has been ordained by God and it is the true way of wisdom. Here there are no philosophical speculations. The law is given to protect life and that any form of trespassing is foolishness and thus is false knowledge.

2. Evil is an alien element in the fabric of life, the Wise know that and avoid it.

3. So, what is good?  It is to do God’s will as was declared in the law.  Humans are created to attend the universe as in Psalm 8, not alone but in fellowship with God. 

4. Evil breaks this fellowship. 
Pope’s Notes … with great love.  RIP
On the death of Russ our Papa

Great knight of Jesus, who took off his armor,

Fought long for the gospel and others encounter.

A mighty tree bearing many fruits

Now is planted in heaven.

Your empty place will remain visible;

No weeds or parasites can grow there.

What belongs to the Victorious Jesus is incorruptible.

Great knight of Jesus, we shall always remember you;

Your name and the Lord’s name are woven like fabric

And one brings to us the other.

Loving kind pastor of the good news

Now resting from your labor

The dark tunnel of old age never was your walk

You lived like a mighty eagle and as such you died.

Eagles die young when they cannot fly.

Papa or pope we called you, 

Not just a title of honor or mere affection;

It was a title you had won by the conduct of your life

George Bebawi
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