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A Dynamic Study of the Letter to the Romans 

Romans 3:21-26 throughout Christian History 

Through faith in his blood: Romans 3:25

The word “blood” in the NT

Matthew 16:13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? … 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.  17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar Jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

We can be sure that the word blood added to flesh means human life.

Matthew 23:25 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.

Shedding blood means killing, but here all the righteous blood shed means the human lives that have been wasted
 The Lord’s Supper
Matthew 26:26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.  27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it. 28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 
Whatever anyone can say about the Lord’s Supper, the words of Jesus are clear:

“This is my blood.”  In Aramaic it would have been, “ha da dammy” without the verb “is” and that makes it more emphatic.

1. Jews do not eat any food that has blood in it.

2. Jesus could not have desired to speak of his blood in the natural biological sense and that is why he said the blood of the New Testament or the New Covenant. This puts the word “blood” into the context of the Covenant which is resting on the life of Jesus.

3. In Matthew 27:4 Judas says, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.”  So also Pilate in Matthew 27:24, “I am innocent of the blood of this just person.” Here as in other places also the word means life (Please read also the blood and the covenant in Heb 7:22; 8:6; 9:15; 9:20; 10:29). More important is the expression in Hebrews 13:20 which escapes the notice of modern commentators, “Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant.”  This tells us Jesus is our Covenant and Jesus is eternal, and his blood means his life.
Three mistakes must be avoided

1. Do not split Jesus into some events like death and resurrection and try to workout what is the relationship between the two events, because there are no two events but one life of one person. In the same breath do not split the Lord’s Supper from the death on the cross. 

2. Splitting is like dissecting and when we do that to any person, the personal relationship is lost and we fail to grasp the total sum of the life of any person.

3. We dissect to gain some understanding but can we put what we have dissected into operation and bring it back to life. 

John 1:1-13 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. … 11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:  13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Here blood and flesh means human birth through marriage.

The bread, the blood and the flesh of the Son of Man

John 6:47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.  48 I am that bread of life.  49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead.  50 This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.  51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.  52 The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”  53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.  54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.
55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.  56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.  57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.   58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.

6:59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum.

6:60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, “This is an hard saying; who can hear it?”
Please note:

1. The use of the “I am” and the use of  “me” both indicates the person more than the act of eating and drinking.
2. “Bread” in both Hebrew and Aramaic is the word lekhem which means both bread and flesh.  Jesus was saying that he is the bread and that is why he said eat my flesh.  In Greek the verb does not mean eat but to bite and cut with the teeth.
Acts 17:22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, …   24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25 Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation

The one blood is no more than the one stock
In Acts 20:28 we have one of the great declaration about the church, “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.”
The verb purchased, peripoiessto, means to possess with his own life.  There is no reference here to price being paid but to possession and the NIV is correct this time, “has bought”
Romans

Blood appears twice in Romans 3:25 and Rom 5:9, while the word “cross” does not appear at all in Romans, but the word “death” appears 23 times.  Out of  these the death of Christ is mentioned six times in 4:25; 5:10; 6:3,4,5,9.  Chapter 6 is the longest text in the NT which brings the death of Christ to baptism. 
The word, “wrath” is used in Romans 10 times:

1:18; 2:5, 8; 3:5; 4:15; 5:9; 9:22; 12:19; 13:4, 9.

None of these 10 times says that Jesus was under the wrath of God the Father on the cross.

1. Romans 1:18 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men who by their wickedness suppress the truth.”  This cannot be about the Son of God

2. Romans 4:15 “For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.”  This is about us and Jesus is also the Giver of the Law not only God the Father.
3. Romans 5:9  “Since, therefore, we are now justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God through him.”  We are saved from the wrath of God by Jesus through Jesus and that cannot mean that Jesus took it upon himself. 

A. Jesus could not have been the victim of the wrath of the Father on the cross and at the same time open Paradise to the good thief.
B. Being under the wrath of his Father, Jesus could not have asked for the forgiveness for those who crucified him.

C. If Jesus was under the wrath of the Father, then Jesus did not reveal the love of God the Father but his wrath and this was not written by Paul.

Wrath of God outside Romans in the letters of Paul
1. Ephesians 2:3 “Among these we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of body and mind, and so we were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” 
2. Ephesians 5:6 “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for it is because of these things that the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”
3. Colossians 3:6 “On account of these the wrath of God is coming.” 
4. 1 Thessalonians 1:10 “and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.” 

5. 1 Thessalonians 2:16 “by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they may be saved – so as always to fill up the measure of their sins.  But God's wrath has come upon them at last!” 

6. 1 Thessalonians 5:9 “For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” And this last verse is so clear that we have been destined to obtain salvation not as a byproduct of a wrath which has fallen on the Son but salvation through the Son.
 The Love of God in the letters of Paul 

1. Romans 5:5, “and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us.  If love is the work of the Holy Spirit, then this love is that of the divine Trinity.”
2. Romans 5:8 is one of the great verses like John 3:16, and says, “But God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” 

Please note:

1. That God shows his love for us while we are yet sinners. This is applied not only to those who were living in the days of Paul but to us and to those who will come after us.  It is difficult to imagine that God has poured his wrath on his Son and showed us his love for us the sinners.  The result of such an action, which is wrath on one side and love on the other side, is that this action changes God to and avenger.
2. The great hymn of Romans 8:28-39 is 28“We know that in everything God works for good with those who love him, who are called according to his purpose. … 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ...  37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. … 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
If love is so powerful that it can eliminate all the forces of separation, the cross is the revelation of that love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.

3. The golden rule in Romans 13:8-10.  8 “Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbour has fulfilled the law.  9 The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery, You shall not kill, You shall not steal, You shall not covet," and any other commandment, are summed up in this sentence, "You shall love your neighbour as yourself." 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. Did Jesus fulfil that when he died on the cross?
4. The great declaration on love in 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. 1 “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.  4 Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful;  5 it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not demand its own right; it is not irritable or resentful; … 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.  8 Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. … 13 So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  And what we can say if these attributes of love are not revealed on the cross, where do they have their roots?
Abba Philemon on 1 Corinthians 13
On a winter day in January 1958, I was in my second year as a seminarian.  Divine providence put Philemon in my way, on my second visit to the Monastery of St. Marcarius.  

Philemon asked me, “What is the heart of the gospel, the good news?” I said that Jesus is our Lord and Savior.  He smiled and asked, “Lord of what? I said of me?”  He said, “Good, and what that means is that Jesus is the new commandment of the good news.”  I expressed my surprise and said, “Where do you read that Jesus is the new commandment in the NT?”  He said, “Do you remember (John13:34) “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”  Then he added, “The problem is that when some people study the Bible, they convert everything into concepts.  Even God becomes a concept in their minds, so that they can deal with it (concept), not with him as a person. 
Philemon was not an educated man, but God gave him perception and even revelation.  Then Philemon asked again, “Is love a concept or the very person of God? I said, “God is love because in the first letter of John [4:8] “He who does not love does not know God; for God is love” and [4:16] “So we know and believe the love God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.” Philemon smiled and said, “If you can perceive that, then you are a true theologian and are in the Kingdom of his love.”  When I asked where that term is, “kingdom of his love,” in the NT, he said, “You are not a Moslem, are you?” I said, “No.”  He recited Colossians 1:13, “He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.”  
Then he added, “You group your concepts according to words, but I tell you if you group all your concepts according to the Kingdom of love which is the kingdom of my Lord Jesus, you will discover that at the heart of that kingdom there is the Law of Love which does not operate as a law, because it is founded on the Cross, where the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 is its Constitution.  My brother, when we read these words, ‘Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not demand its own right; it is not irritable or resentful; Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.  Love never ends’ – all these words are the description of the Face of Jesus Crucified and Risen.”

5. When Paul says in 1 Corinthians 16:22, “If any one has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord, come!”  Was Paul writing empty wording?  What will make us accursed if we have no love for the Lord?
A. Love is the source of everything between us and God.  Ephesians 1:5  He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will.

B. Ephesians 2:4-6.  4 But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us,  5 even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
6. The declaration of the acceptance of the Gentiles:

Ephesians 2:12-18. 12  Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near in the blood of Christ.  14 For he is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility,  15 by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end.  17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near;  18 for through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.

A. Jesus is our peace, even before and on and after the cross

B. He abolished the wall of hostility between the Jews and the gentiles not at the price of his death but by “abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances” which is the Law of the OT which alienated the Gentiles and, according to Paul, condemned the Jews.
7. The Gospel is the fullness of the love of God in Jesus Christ which surpasses knowledge: Ephesians 3:17-19.  17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18 may have power to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
A. How did it happen that the love of God which surpasses knowledge became a rational theory taught as the theories of the atonement?  It is the amalgamation of social, political and legal ideas into our commentaries which created about five theories of the atonement to remove the costly call of the Gospel and to put in its place a domesticated gospel.  

B. A doctrine of atonement which meets the problem of guilt is no more than a Tranquilizer and does not offer the divine cure of guilt which is the love of God that is not only free and unconditional but is given to the unworthy.     

A Common Presupposition that must be corrected
The misuse of the Biblical word “Ransom”
Ransom in the OT has wide meanings:

1. It is a compensation for damage of a hurt. The Law does not allow paying a ransom for murder.  Numbers 35:31-32:  31“Moreover you shall accept no ransom for the life of a murderer, who is guilty of death; but he shall be put to death.  32 And you shall accept no ransom for him who has fled to his city of refuge that he may return to dwell in the land before the death of the high priest.”
2. Ransom is part of the Legal System of Justice in the life of ancient Israel, which is not unique but common to all nations. Please read, P Bovati, Re-Establishing Justice, Legal Terms , Concepts and Proceeding in the Hebrew Bible, 1992, ISBN 1 85075 290 7.
3. But when we come to God as the Redeemer, God is the one who will ransom not by paying compensation. Psalm 49:7, 8 and 15.  7 Truly no man can ransom himself, or give to God the price of his life,  8 For the ransom of his life is costly, and can never suffice, … 15 But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, for he will receive me.
4. To be sure of the above, please read without any presupposition the great good news of Isaiah 35:10 and its identical twin verse, Isaiah 51:11:
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”
5. See also Jeremiah 31:11, For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
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