Wednesday @ E 91 / Dr. George Bebawi / March 12, 2008 / Page 8

A Dynamic Study of the Letter to the Romans 

Shame and the love of God

Romans 5:2-5

Part one

Romans 5:2 through whom we also have gained access in the faith to this grace in which we have stood; let us also boast in hope of the glory of God; 

3 not only that, but let us also boast in our afflictions, knowing that this affliction produces fortitude,

4 and this fortitude approbation (official approval), and this approbation hope, 

5 and this hope does not cause shame, because the love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that was given to us.

 __________________________________________________

Key verbs and words

Cause shame or put to shame

1. Hope “does not cause (or ‘put to’) shame” here.  Shame is part of the revealed glory and so it has no place in hope.  The hope of deliverance is clearly articulated with the verb karatischunw, drawn mainly from the LXX of Psalms.  The Israelite “cried to you and were saved: they hoped in you and were not put to shame” (Ps 21:6) and again in Psalm 24:20 the righteous believer prays, “Keep my soul, and deliver me; let me not be ashamed because I have hoped in you.”  In these examples the hope in God rests on two major themes in the OT:


- The first, God’s faithfulness


- The second, the covenant which is ratified by the oath and the promises.

Yahweh does not just honor what he has promised, but being the Redeemer, Yahweh will go by himself and do what he has promised to do.  By employing what should be read as a present tense verb “does not cause shame,” Paul points to the overcoming of shame in the present experience of righteousness by faith, in the current standing of believers in grace. 

2. There is no human that cannot be frustrated.  The Christian life normally has some difficulties, and the justified person may well feel the many problems and trials of existence, which may shake his or her hope which can weaken the fruit of his justification that is peace.  Here Paul brings the experience of the OT where shame was fought by the old people who knew the promises and the faithfulness of God.

3. In the LXX this verb “put to shame” was used 84 times.  It expresses the sense of humiliating and injuring (Ruth 2: 15), and of deriding and punishing.  It also implies “confusion,” which contains both the idea of fall or loss and the idea of terror (Jer 17:18), which is what happens to the enemies, the wicked, persecutors, apostates, and horsemen.   In biblical Greek this verb brings the idea of being deceived (Ps 35:4; 40:15; Isa 45:16; quoted in Luke 13:17).  The wicked man who plots will be covered with confusion when his projects fail; he will blush at his disgrace while the just man, the observer of the law, the disciple of wisdom, the man who is blameless, will not be put to shame or confounded (Ps 37:19; 74:21; 119:31; Isa 50:7).  Certainly he will not be deceived, but more, he will be rewarded and receive the joy of deliverance from evils: the joy of soul.

4. “Not to be founded or shamed” is the privilege of those who look to Yahweh and call upon him, of the faithful, and, precisely, of those who hope in God.  The Bible constantly affirms that those who trust in Yahweh will not put to shame (Ps 22:6; 25:2-3; 31:2; 119:116). 

The New Testament

1. Here Paul brings from the richness of the OT a revolutionary doctrine of healing shame and pushing it aside.  This runs against the Roman culture which looked at suicide as the way out of shame.  But Paul as a Christian says in 1 Corinthians 1:27-30: “God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.  God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God … Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

This is among some of the bad habits of God who puts his money on the lame horse and it will win the race.  Paul was among the lame horses but look what he did and what he left behind. 

What gave Paul such courage to speak in this way?

1. The humble incarnation of the Son of God Jesus for our sake became poor that we may become rich by his poverty (2 Cor 8:9).  This Paul calls the grace of God.  Poverty was never regarded as a virtue or acceptable till the advent of Christ who uttered all our social values.  But poverty became the way of life for Monks and Nuns as the church of the Empire still embraced the old values: the rich are more honorable than the poor.  This temptation [to exalt material wealth] was present even in the apostolic period (James 2:2ff ).

2.  The gospel has its values. We are all equal, and even slaves in the days of Paul were equal to the masters (the letter of Paul to Philemon was debated whether it should stay in the NT canon or not.  It was certainly an embarrassment to some who loved the old Roman way of life and its values).  

‘Shame’ in the NT
We have more than one Greek word for the verb “shame”:


Aischron
Atimia

Entrepo
Kataischuno

All these verbs were known in Classical Greek and were part of the culture which has the power to create in humans the following feelings:

	alienated  
inadequate  
helpless  
powerless  
defenseless  
weak  
insecure  
uncertain  
shy  
ineffectual  
inferior  
exposed
	unworthy  
hurt  
intimidated  
defeated.  
rejected  
dumped  
rebuffed  
stupid  
bizarre  
odd  
peculiar  
different


The Greek NT used these verbs but the context is different.

Matthew

(1:19) … and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 

(22:6) … while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 

Mark

(1:4) Again he sent to them another servant, and they wounded him in the head, and treated him shamefully. 

Luke

(13:17) As he said this, all his adversaries were put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by him. 

(14:9)…  and he who invited you both will come and say to you, “Give your place to this man,” and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. 

 

(18:32) For he will be delivered to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon; 

 

(20:11) And he sent another servant; him also they beat and treated shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 

Romans

(1:27)…and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in their own persons the due penalty for their error. 

 

(9:33) …as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone that will make men stumble, a rock that will make them fall; and he who believes in him will not be put to shame.”

 

(10:11) The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 

1 Corinthians

(1:27) …but God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong, 

 

(6:5) I say this to your shame.  Can it be that there is no man among you wise enough to decide between members of the brotherhood? 

 

(14:35) If there is anything they desire to know, let them ask their husbands at home.  For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church. 

 

(15:34) Come to your right mind, and sin no more.  For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.

2 Corinthians

(7:14) For if I have expressed to him some pride in you, I was not put to shame; but just as everything we said to you was true, so our boasting before Titus has proved true. 

 

(10:8) For even if I boast a little too much of our authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you, I shall not be put to shame. 

 

(11:21) To my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that!  But whatever anyone dares to boast of – I am speaking as a fool – I also dare to boast of that. 

Ephesians

(5:12) For it is a shame even to speak of the things that they do in secret; 

Philippians

(3:19) Their end is destruction, their god is the belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 

1 Thessalonians

(2:2) … but though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the face of great opposition. 

Titus

(2:8) … and sound speech that cannot be censured, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing evil to say of us. 

Hebrews

(12:2) … looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

1 Peter 

(2:6) For it stands in scripture: "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and he who believes in him will not be put to shame."

 

(3:16) … and keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are abused, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 

(5:2) Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not by constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly, 

1 John

(2:28) And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 

Jude

(13) … wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars for whom the nether gloom of darkness has been reserved for ever. 

Revelation

(3:18) Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, that you may be rich, and white garments to clothe you and to keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, that you may see. 

The NT and Modern Psychology

Mark Twain, "Man is the only animal that blushes. Or needs to." 


Frank Lake called shame the "emotion that lets us know we are finite and almost inadequate."

Shame vs. Guilt

There is no common acceptable distinction between shame and guilt.  Shame very often results from a violation of cultural or social values while feelings of guilt arise from violations of moral values.  It is possible to feel ashamed of thought or behavior that no one knows about as well as feeling guilty about actions that gain the approval of others. However, while guilt is a painful feeling of regret and is a sharp pain of feeling responsible for one's actions, shame is a painful feeling about oneself as an inadequate person.  Shame is traced back to childhood, as children are not taught how to judge their own actions without the stick of the authority.  Psychologists often use the term "toxic" shame to describe false, and therefore, pathological shame.  This toxic shame is induced, inside children, by all forms of child abuse.  The above panel (Page 2) which depends on Classical Greek writings represents an entire family of emotions.  This family includes: humiliation, embarrassment, feelings of low self-esteem, belittlement, and stigmatization. Shame is often a central ingredient in body language, social relationships, and love.

Shame and Body Language 

Shame manifests itself physically in a wide variety of forms.  The person may hide their eyes; lower their gaze; blush; bite their lips or tongue; present a forced smile; or fidget. Other responses may include annoyance, defensiveness, exaggeration or denial.  Because the affect of shame often interferes with our ability to think, the individual may experience confusion, being at a loss for words, or a completely blank mind. 

Shame and Social Relationships

Shame is often experienced as the inner, critical voice that judges whatever we do as wrong, inferior, or worthless.  Often this inner critical voice is repeating what was said to us by our parents, relatives, teachers and peers.  We may have been told that we were naughty, selfish, ugly, stupid, etc.  We may have been ostracized by peers at school, humiliated by teachers, or treated with contempt by our parents.  Paradoxically, shame may be caused by others expecting too much of us, evoking criticism when our performance is less than perfect.  Some authority figures are never satisfied with one's efforts or performance; they are critical no matter what.  Unfortunately, these criticisms become internalized, so that it is our own inner critical voice that is meting out the shaming messages, such as: "You idiot, why did you do that?", "Can't you do anything right?”, or "You should be ashamed of yourself." 

Shame and Love

The NT verses especially in Paul’s letters don’t bring into the life of the church the socially repressive power of shame.  Without going into detailed analysis, we can observe the following:

1. To shame one person in the church means, in the letters of Paul, to shame the body of Christ.  We don’t have this strong conviction of the corporate belonging to one body (1 Cor 12:12).  Thus the fallen are the shame of the church not just of the one fallen.  This should speed up healing as the whole body is behind the fallen.

2. To shame the community as a whole is to remind this community of the very special belonging to Jesus Christ, who is not ashamed of any of us but calls us his brothers (Heb 2:11) because we are his flesh and his bones.  So shame leads to renewal and repentance 

The mistake of the NIV is where the word “sin” was substituted for the Greek word for “guilt” as in these following verses:

Mark 3:29
But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin."


Luke 13:4
Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them – do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?

John 8:46
Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?  If I am telling the truth, why don't you believe me?


John 9:41
Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.


John 15:22
If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin.  Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin.


John 15:25
If I had not done among them what no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin.  But now they have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my Father.

John 16:8
When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: …


John 19:11
Jesus answered, "You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.  Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin."

Acts 5:28
"We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man's blood."

Acts 22:25
As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, "Is it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn't even been found guilty?"


Acts 25:11
If, however, I am guilty of doing anything deserving death, I do not refuse to die.  But if the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me over to them.  I appeal to Caesar!"

Acts 28:18
They examined me and wanted to release me, because I was not guilty of any crime deserving death.


1 Corinthians 11:27
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.  

Hebrews 10:2
If it could, would they not have stopped being offered?  For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins.


Hebrews 10:22
Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.


James 2:10
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.
  

Basic Differences between Sin and Guilt

What is guilt? The etymology: Middle English, delinquency, guilt, from Old English gylt or delinquency; became common before 12th century 

1: Guilt is having committed a breach of conduct especially violating law and involving a penalty; broadly: guilty conduct 

a) the state of one who has committed an offense especially consciously 

b) it is a feeling of culpability especially for imagined offenses or from a sense of inadequacy 
c) Guilt is usually a negative focus upon oneself: "I am an evil person.  I can't bear myself.  I am unworthy."  While this response may appear in a religious guise, it often turns out to be a form of self-deprecating laziness.  This can even lead to self-hatred, and certainly contributes to lack of self confidence.  Instead of recognizing that ones actions are incorrect, one gets the feeling as if one is unworthy, as if "I" is intrinsically bad.
Sin is the lack of love and in particular, lack of self-love and thus lack of loving God and other humans.  It is a divided love.  It is missing the goal which is being the image of God.  We try to be our own images and that is why we are inwardly broken (Greek NT: trespass). 

Overcoming guilt
1) Discover something creative within you. This gives you a way out of guilt. 

2) Try to be an active member of a community.  We must remember that we all have “a slice of loneliness.”  Loneliness and guilt often go hand in hand. 

3) Do not give in to self pity.  After all, no one is going to feel sorry for you, and pitying yourself will get you nowhere. 

4) Build on that sense of beauty within. 

5) Always remember the depths of the divine love of God.  We are reminded that Christ is not primarily a Judge, but instead the Savior of mankind who is reaching out to us from the Cross (Heb 12:2).
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