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A Dynamic Study of the Letter to the Romans 
What did we receive from Jesus? 
Romans 1:5-7 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles, for the sake of his name,  6 among whom you also are called of Jesus Christ;  7 to all God’s beloved, called saints, who are in Rome.  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and Lord Jesus Christ.
Through Christ
The word “through” (Greek dai) plays an important part in the letters of Paul as a whole and especially in Romans.

1. “Through,” when used in the phrase “through Christ,” indicates the instrumental* when it is used for the genitive* and can be: “by means of,” “with” or “through.”  Used in the genitive case where a person is involved it means “through the mediation of.”  
Romans 5:10, which is a very important verse in apostolic teaching, says “while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son.”  The mediation must be emphasised because of the rest of the verse “… much more that we are reconciled, and shall we be saved by his life.”  Please notice that “we are reconciled” is written in the present tense, meaning that it is an open reconciliation available to all.  This is also confirmed by Colossians 1:19-22, “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.  And through him to reconcile to himself all things ….”
Galatians 2:19 says Christ is the head “from or through whom the whole body is nourished.”
Titus 3:5 notes that we are saved “through his mercy,” not because of our deeds.

1 Corinthians 4:15 tells us that “through the gospel” Paul in Christ became a father of the community. 
2. The formula “through Christ”  is also to be taken more often in the sense that Christ mediates the action of another, i.e., the action of God the Father, namely, creation (John 1:3; 1 Cor 8:6; Col 1:16).  This is because the Son of God is the one who brings the revelation of salvation and reconciliation (John 1:17; 3:17;  2 Cor 5:18; Col 1: 20), miracles (Acts 2:22); judgment (Rom 2:16); and the consummation of salvation

* Grammar footnotes:

Instrument case –  answers question with which thing, not English case (morphosyntactic alignment group of cases)

Genitive case – Shows relationship with something 
Abba Philemon
If you want to understand the words of the holy apostle Paul, “through Christ,” mark in your heart the difference between life and death.  Christ is our life, and outside Christ Jesus there is no real life but death.  This is the major problem that we face always.  We think that there is life in what we possess or do but all we have and possess is transient.   Life in Jesus is eternal.  The marks of eternal things are:

1.  They cannot be taken away at all by any force or by any one. 


2.  They are guaranteed by God the Father who is our Creator and has bestowed 

     on us the gift of eternal life.   

3.  My life is Jesus himself and he is victorious over all.

Received Grace

The word “received” appears often.  The Greek NT used 18 different Greek verbs, most of them several times each, which all are rendered to receive:

anadechomai, 2

apecho, 2

apodechomai, 3

apolambano, 10

dechomai, 52

didomi, 1

eisdechomai, 1

epidechomai, 2

komldzo, 10

lambano, 133

metalambano, 1
paradechomai, 5
paralambano, 15
prosdechomai, 3
proslambano, 7
hopodechomai, 4
hupolambano, 1
choreo, 3 
Note that the verb lambano was used 133 times.  This verb was used in Romans 1:5; 4:11; 5:11, 17; 8:15 (twice); and 13:2.  The verb does not allow us to think that we are dealing with a mental concept which we receive by hearing or reading; it is spiritual.  This is the only reason for referring to that which is the Person of Jesus Christ, “from whom” we have received.
Please notice “we” in verse 5: we have received, and that is the whole community.

Romans 4:11 says that Abraham “received a sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness through faith.”  This was something that really did happen and what was received is real.

Romans 5:11 should be read with verse 10, “10 For if we while were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, shall we be saved by his life!  11 Not only that but also boasting in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have received this reconciliation.”
To learn what was received through Christ, and where, you would read Romans 6:1-8 and discover that what we are …
a) baptized into his death

b) buried with him

c) united with him in a death like this

d)  united with him in a resurrection like this
e) we know that our old self was crucified with him

Please read Rom 8:15 (twice)

1. We have not received the Spirit of slavery but the Spirit of sonship when we cry Abba Father.

2. Receiving the Spirit is real because it is not just an idea 

Romans 13:2 reminds us that to receive judgment for disobeying the civil authorities is certainly real.
Question

What is better and is clearer? Receive the Lord Jesus, or accept the Lord Jesus?  
Grace
In Greek, Charis is one of the great words which Christian vocabulary owes particularly to Paul, taken over by him from wider circulation in the OT and the ancient world.  But it has received a new meaning.  In the Greek OT, the LXX  translates the Hebrew word hana to have mercy and to find favour before/in the eyes of,” though a more dynamic sense is evident in Exodus 3:21, 11:3, 12:36, Psalm 84:11 (LXX 83:12) and Daniel 1:9.  Many NT scholars prefer “loving kindness” instead of the word “grace.”  In Paul, however, grace is never merely an attitude or disposition of God (God’s character as gracious); consistently it denotes something much more dynamic – the wholly generous act of God.
We must remember that the Holy Spirit is the grace which is not just feeling kind (Rom 6:14 and Gal 5:18).  It denotes effective divine power in the experience of men and women. So here grace denotes something “received.”  What Paul has in mind in particular here is indicated by the accompanying noun “apostleship” (found elsewhere in Paul 1 Cor 9:2 and Gal 2:8), with which “grace” almost forms a hendiadys (grace embodied, manifested in apostleship).  It is the same experience of commissioning at the hands of the exalted Christ on the Damascus road of which he writes in (Gal 1:12, 15-16).  And though he would presumably not exclude the sense of the gracious power of conversion (as in Rom 3:24; 5:15, 17, 20; 1 Cor 1:4-5), here as elsewhere the encounter with the risen Christ focuses on his commissioning (Gal 1:15-16; 1 Cor 9:1-2), and as in (1 Cor 15:10) on the gracious power which made his commissioning effective (cf. Gal 2:7, 9).  

Faith 

This is a key word which we owe to Paul’s having given it some prominence in his own teaching (Rom 1:5; 5:19; 6:16; 15:18; 16:19, 26; 2 Cor 7:15; 10:5-6; Phylum 21; see Heb 5:8; 1 Pet 1:2, 14, 22).  The  Greek verb hpakouw  still displays its derivation from  the Hebrew Shem, “hear,” which has a range of meaning that includes “give ear to,” and “answer, heed” (the LXX uses  that Greek verb hpakouw to translate “hear”); so what is envisaged primarily is response to a spoken word.  The overlap in meaning with Galatians 3:2, 5, “hearing of faith” (self-evident in the Greek) would be clearer if we translated our phrase here as “response of faith” (cf. 10:16-17). 
To clarify what faith is and its importance to his gospel is one of Paul’s chief objectives in this letter.  The genitive construction is probably to be taken as embracing both the sense of “response which is faith” and “obedience which stems from faith” which are interchangeable ideas.  Alternative grammatical possibilities are:

 1. In Cranfield, there is a general consensus that “obedience to the faith” is not what Paul intended, but “obedience to God’s faithfulness.”
2. “Obedience of faith” is a crucial and central theme, structurally important in understanding the thrust of the letter as indicated by its reappearance in the concluding sentence (Rom 16:26), as well as by the prominence of “obedience” in the letter as a whole.

A BRIEF GLANCE AT FAITH 
IN SOME OF THE WRITINGS OF THE FATHERS

Faith is needed as we need light: Theodoret

To see visible objects we need the eyes of the body.

To understand intelligible truths we need the eyes of the mind.

To have the vision of divine things we cannot do without faith.

What the eye is for the body, faith is for reason.

To be more precise; the eye needs the light which puts it in contact with visible things; reason needs faith to show it divine things.





The Cure of Pagan Diseases, 1:78 

Even learning the alphabet needs faith: Theodoret

Let no one speak against faith.  For Aristotle faith is the principle of science.  Epicurus considers faith to be the first movement of the reasoning faculty.  This movement is followed by the activity of cognition and the result is the understanding of truth.  Faith requires knowledge, but in its turn knowledge has need of faith.  As there cannot be faith without knowledge, so there cannot be knowledge without faith.
Faith comes before knowledge: knowledge is subsequent to faith. Thereafter purpose is allied with knowledge and purpose determines action.
Therefore first of all one must believe, and then learn. 
Once the truth is known, a decision has to be made and action taken in conformity with it.

Not even the letters of the alphabet can be known without faith, without trust in the teacher.  If someone suddenly began to contradict his teacher by refusing to believe that “A” is the first letter of the alphabet, he would never learn to read or write.  On the other hand, if anyone shows faith in his teacher and follows his teaching, he will very quickly acquire knowledge in addition to faith.




The Cure of Pagan Diseases, 1: 90

Scholarship is a help to faith: Clement of Alexandria

It is possible to be a faithful Christian without knowing how to read.  But it is impossible to understand the doctrine of the faith without having studied it.  Accepting the right ideas, rejecting erroneous theses: this cannot be done by simple faith, but only by faith that has been ripened by scholarship.
Virtue, too, is more easily and more speedily attained with the help of knowledge.  It is true that knowledge is not indispensable.  Just as one can live an honest life amid riches or in penury, so one can make progress along the road of virtue either with scholarship or without it.
All the same, it is an advantage to have completed some study and “to have one’s faculties trained by practice to distinguish good from evil” (Heb 5:14).
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