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A Dynamic Study of the Letter to the Romans 
 God is My Witness – Rom 1:8-12
Romans 1:  8 So first and foremost, I thank my God through Jesus Christ concerning all of you, because your faith is proclaimed through the whole world. 
9 For God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the gospel of his Son, how I ceaselessly make mention of you, 
10 Always pleading in my prayers that if perhaps now at last I may be granted good passage, by the will of God, in coming to you. 
11 For I long to see you, in order that I might share some spiritual charisma with you that you may be strengthened, 
12 Or to speak more properly, to be mutually encouraged among you by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.
Thanksgiving 

1. The Jewish way of prayer is to give thanks and praise first.  The Greek word prwton means “in the first place” and “before anything else.”  It is used in Romans 1:8, 16 and 2:9, 10.
Romans 1:16, the gospel is the power of God for salvation to every one who has faith, to the Jews first and also to the Gentiles.
Romans 2:9, 10 reveals judgment for those who do evil … the Jews first and then the Gentiles; glory, honor, and peace for every one who does good, the Jews first … 
Thanksgiving is a regular feature of Paul’s opening remarks (1 Cor 1:4; Eph 1:16; Phil 1:3; Col 1:3; 1 Thess 1:2; 2 Thess 1:3; Philem 4; and  2 Cor 1:11). 
2. Thanksgiving is for what God is doing in the believers – “for you or because of you” … “I thank my God through Jesus Christ concerning all of you, because your faith … .”  It is always through Christ or in Christ as in 1 Corinthians 1:4, I give thanks always for you because of the grace of God which is given to you in Christ.  See also Ephesians 1:16, Philippians 1:3; Colossians 1:3; 1 Thessalonians 1:2; 2 Thessalonians 1:3; Philemon 4; and  2 Corinthians 1:11. 

Dialogue with Abba Philemon
George: Why should we give thanks for all things?

Philemon: There many good things in giving thanks such as: 

1. When thanksgiving comes, first it breaks the power of pain.  When you remember what is good before what is painful that makes the pain bearable.

2. Thank God for his grace even if you are about to die because this keeps you able to see the glorious side of the new life which Jesus gave to you and nothing can take this life from you.
3. If you have the courage of the Crucified Jesus, thank him for the pain. The apostle Paul says, “It has been granted to that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake.”(Phil 1:29 - Note that the Greek verb here “granted” is “charizomai” which means give graciously)

George: Would you include illness and other physical disabilities?
Philemon: Those who have been ill or still ill learn too many good things which normal life does not allow them to learn or even see.  As for physical disabilities, the apostle Paul says that creation has been groaning in travail together (with us) until now, and not only creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.” (Rom 8:22-23).     

3. The phrase “my God” does not, of course, signify “mine and not yours;” it is simply a way of stressing the fervor of Paul’s devotion, his deep personal commitment (also Phil 1:3; Philem 4; used regularly in the Ps 3:7; 5:2; 7:1,3,6; 13:3; 18:2,6, 21, 28-29; 22:1)

This phrase, “my God,” expresses the whole of true relationship, God is my God who on the last day will make me sit on his throne as an “heir” (Rom 8:17). 
Please note also that in the cry of the Psalmist, which is the same cry of the Crucified Lord Jesus, God is “my God,” the bond between us cannot be broken   

Through Jesus Christ
As in Paul’s vision of his unique relationship with Jesus Christ, he gives thanks to God through Jesus Christ (Rom 5:11; 7:25; 1 Cor 15:57; Col 3:17; cf. Rom 16:27; 2 Cor 1:20; 3:4; so also compare Heb 13:15; 1 Pet 2:5; 4:11; Jude 25).  The exalted Christ is the Mediator and giving thanks says as much about Paul’s confidence in what has already been done by God through Christ for humankind:

1. It is thanksgiving for salvation.

2. It is a striking testimony to early Christian understanding of the exalted Christ’s role as heavenly mediator.  For all that Paul emphasizes Christ’s Lordship (verses 4, 7), he never forgets that God is over all, so that thanksgiving is rendered through Christ because, it is Jesus who revealed to us the true nature of God as the loving Father

3. Christ’s lordship does not annul Paul’s monotheism but reveals its significance. The One God is a true faith in God but what is true about that One God is his Fatherhood and his place in the life of the believers not just as one God but as the Redeemer. 

4. Paul is the servant to the Master Jesus and that expression “through Jesus Christ” indicates that Christ is the “mediating causal agent of the thanksgiving,” which again clarifies Paul’s apostolic role as the “slave of Christ Jesus” (Rom 1:1). More than in any other letter, the expression “through Jesus Christ” appears in Romans (1:8; 2:16; 5:21; 7:25; and in the doxology at the end 16:27) to convey the primacy of Christ’s power as God’s redemptive agent, of which Paul is the apostolic witness. 

5. The distinctive structure of “binitarian worship” (Father- Son) in early Christian prayers that are offered to God “through Christ” is among the NT way of saying that Jesus is Lord “to the glory of God the Father,” (Philp 2:11).

Abba Philemon 
“Without Christ I cannot face God the Father, I am naked and under condemnation, but in Jesus and through him alone, I am covered with his glory, that of redemption, sonship, eternal life and above all the indwelling of the Father in me because it is only Jesus who made me the resting place of the Holy Spirit and the living temple of God.”   

Romans 1:8 “… because your faith is proclaimed through the whole world.” 

That it is their faith in particular for which Paul gives thanks is again typical (Eph 1:15-16; Col 1:3-4; 1 Thess 1:2-3; 2 Thess 1:3-4); as also the laudatory terms in which he describes it (Col 1:5-7; 1 Thess 1:7-8; 2 Thess 1:3-4; Philem 5; cf. 1 Cor 1:5-7, tailored to the situation in the church at Corinth).  The use of the somewhat formal word to “proclaim, announce” indicates that Paul is consciously striving for effect.

Witness

Romans 1:9 – “For God is my witness” – is a familiar appeal in the OT (e.g., I Sam 12:5-6; T. Levi 19.3; Josephus, War 1.595.  So elsewhere in Paul – 2 Cor 1:23; Phil 1:8; 1 Thess 2:5, 10; cf. 2 Cor 11:31; Gal 1:20).
“Witness” is among one of the main teachings of Jesus himself in the Gospel of John. Jesus bear witnesses to himself (John 5:31) and to witness to truth.  The Father bears witnesses to Jesus (John 5:37), and all this through the works (John 10:25).  The verb “witness” is used at least 17 times in John.

The Witness of God, the Spirit, or Scripture.

We have some passages in which God, the Spirit, or Scripture witnesses to the guarantee of the correctness of specific statements.  Thus the term “witness” can often mean “to declare emphatically, on the guarantee of an existing authority” (Heb 7:8) which we also see in Hebrews 7:17 where the oath of the Father is the witness to the eternal priesthood of Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit is the witness to the new covenant Hebrews 10:15 with reference to Jeremiah 31:33.

Witness is a strong word.  In Romans 3:21 Paul is emphatic about the witness of the Law and the Prophets to the righteousness of God.  The Prophets bear witness to Jesus in Acts 10:43.  The apostolic proclamation is supported by the actual divine witness of miracles, which confirm the truth of the Gospel (cf. Heb.2:4).
Dialogue with Abba Philemon
George: How do you understand the witness of the Holy Spirit?
Philemon: The Holy Spirit brings hope in time of despair.  His witness can be summed up:
1. He compels us with meek voice and inner voice that compels you with oppression is not from the Holy Spirit.
2. He speaks to you and plants peace.  If there is fear in your heart, pray.  If it goes away by prayer, then it may be from your sins or your guilt or even your pride.  If it becomes an oppressive fear, it is from the evil one.
3. If you have doubt and you struggle with it watch in what direction the doubt is moving you, if it is to despair, or abounding the Lord or committing sin, be sure that this is the net of  the evil one and who wants to capture you.  Shout for help and the Holy Spirit will give you strength.    

Jesus the Faithful and the True Witness (Rev 3:14)
1. Witnessing and confessing are one in spite of the differences between the two verbs and the two verbs words.
1. Jesus is the apostle and the high-priest of our confession, (Heb 3:1).  He also will confess our names on the last Day of Judgment (Rev 3:5).
Abba Philemon

Jesus my Lord confessed that he is the Christ and the Son of God.  This means that you and I must know that we have no other identity expect our faith in Jesus our Lord.  We are what we are because of him.  Some people ask me who are you? I say I am a Christian.  Then they say have you got a name, I say yes, here they call me Philemon.  But I am waiting to hear the Lord say to me, “come to me you blessed of my Father” (Matt 25:34).
I am his slave, because Jesus bought me with his blood.  Therefore, I ask him to die first and not to sin.  So, my dear brother, the day you prefer to die and not to sin, is the day you can say to the Lord thank you for your grace that made my love mature.
Portion of a letter dated 23 Feb 1974 
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