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Linguistic Analysis of Redemption

We have to remember five Greek words:
ss

1 Lutron, ransom

2 Lytroo, to set free, redeem, deliver

3 Lytrosis, 4 apolytrosis, redemption, deliverance

5 Antilytron, ransom

These Greek terms derive, directly or indirectly, from the verb lyö, “loose, destroy, dissolve,” because they almost always are used for emancipation, a liberation.

- Redemption in OT Greek LXX (Septuagint) -
First: God and His Actions

1. In the LXX (90 times), the verb Lytroo usually has God as its subject and corresponds to the Hebrew ga’al, “set free.”  When there was a human or even an object held in capacity, then the gö’il comes to liberate.  Another verb common in Hebrew and Arabic is pãdáh, “redeem, deliver, save”; or to pãraq, “pull away” (from danger).  God is the liberator, the go’ël of his people:
- “I will deliver you from servitude like that in Egypt.  I will redeem you with outstretched arm.” (Exod 6:6; 16:13);

- This people that you have redeemed (delivered) (Deut 7:8);

- Yahweh brought you out with a strong hand and freed you from the house of bondage (Deut 9:26; 13:6; 15:15; 21:8; Isa 43:1)

- “I have redeemed you ... you are mine” (Isa 44:6, 24; 47:4; Jer 50:34).

2. As a legal term, the Hebrew ga’al refers to the power of the closest relative (the gö’il) with respect to a member of his family whose property (Lev 25:25-28; Jer 32:7; Ruth 2:20; 4:4) or person have come into the possession of a stranger or whose blood has been shed (Num 35:12, 19, 21, 24ff.; Deut 19:6, 12; Josh 20:3, 5, 9; 2 Sam 14:11; Kings 16:11).  It is the go’ëI’s responsibility to “redeem” this property or this person.  As in the story in Ruth, he must marry the deceased’s widow if the family name is in danger of extinction (Deut 25:5-10; Ruth 3:9-13; 4:6); but if there is a violent death, he cannot accept “reparation” (Hebrew koper; Num 35:3lff.). (D. Daube, The New Testament and Rabbinic Judaism, London, 1956, pp. 268—284)

To be liberated from a foreign yoke or to be liberated is exactly the sense which we read and understand Luke.

- The Lord, the God of Israel, has come and he has carried out the deliverance of his people (from their enemies)” (Luke 1:68; cf. Ps 111:9; Micah 4:10);
- Those who were awaiting Jerusalem’s deliverance” (Luke 2:38);
- The Emmaus disciples thought that Jesus “would deliver Israel” (Lytroomai, Luke 24:21)
-  Jesus himself says to those who will see the end of the city of Jerusalem, “lift up their heads … because your deliverance draws near” (Luke 21:28, engizei he apolytrosis hymon).

3. If lytroö is ordinarily used for the liberation of a prisoner or a slave, it is also used for deliverance from difficulties, cares, some constraint, or danger:

- “Yahweh has delivered my soul from all distress” (2 Sam 4:9, Hebrew padah; Kings 1:29).
- In Romans 8:23 the meaning is clear that we who have been redeemed are still waiting for, “the liberation or the redemption of our body” (apolytrosis; cf. Eph 1:14; 4:30).

- Martyrs do not accept deliverance (ten apolytrosin) at the price of apostasy, because they are counting on a better resurrection (Heb 11:35).
- Hence, lytroo is synonymous with “to save” sozo, as in “preserve safe and sound, spare” in Psalm 37:2: “Yahweh, save me from all my persecutors; deliver me” (Ps  25:22; 26:11; 31:5; 34:22; 44:26; 59:1; 106:10; Sir 51:2; Dan 6:28)  
- Philo the Alexandrian Jew comments on Exodus 13:13 – The word “redeem” presupposes the following interpretation: freeing the soul from a preoccupation that has no results, no end” (Sacrifice of  Abel and Cain 114 341, 21. Cf. D. Hill, Greek Words and Hebrew Meanings, pp. 49, 70ff.

So God is the one who will deliver Israel from all its sins (Ps 130:8; Ps 19:14), ”Yahweh, my help and my Redeemer;” then in Psalm 78:35 “They remembered that Elohim ... the Most High God is their Redeemer” (Hebrew go’el); and this also in Acts 7:35, God sent Moses “as leader and liberator, or redeemer.”

In none of the texts which speak of the work of God is there any idea of providing compensation or a sum of money to “purchase” freedom.  It is even said, “You were sold for free; you will be redeemed without money” (Isaiah 52:3); and compare Psalm 49:7, “No rich person can redeem his brother or pay his ransom to God; the redemption of his life is too costly.”
Second: Human Relationships 

1. In contrast to what God can do, in the sphere of human relations, it is possible to “redeem” a field, a house, even a person who has become a property of another person.  “When your brother is in difficulty and sells his property, then his closest redeemer shall come and shall redeem (Hebrew ga’al) the thing sold his brother” (Lev 25:25). 

2. If a brother has sold himself to a resident alien, “after he has been sold, there remains for him a right of redemption; one his brothers shall redeem him.”  This meaning of lytroö appears also in secular Greek papyri, where someone must pay to regain a  property by paying off its price,  “You shall give to my friend Serapion a hundred drachmas and you shall recover garments” (lytrosasa mou to himatia).  Stratonikos writes to his wife, “As when I told you to redeem the new tunic and give them the receipt that is in the nook (thyris) of vestibule” (SB 7574, 3; cf. 9834 a 9).  Or “The aforementioned mortgage shall  remain valid and the borrower shall not be free (lytrösontai) until he first paid the above-named sum with interest” (R Mich. 333, 25; from 52; cf. P.Erl. 60, 9).  A father, Cyrinus, “paid fifty solidi to deliver his son” P.Ness 56, 8). 

Ransom, and Which is Applied to the Death of our Lord? 

What is the meaning of the word “Ransom” which is used in the NT in the Apostolic catechesis concerning the death of our Lord?  To give a clear idea of the death of our Lord as salvation or redemption: 

Jesus Christ “gave himself for us in order to free us, to redeem us, to liberate us from all iniquity” (Titus 2:14).  Among Evangelical NT scholars, L. Morris, The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, London, 1955, pp. 35ff. and from among the Catholic NT Scholars, S. Lyonnet, L. Sabourin, Sin, Redemption, and Sacrifice, Rome, 1970, pp. 79—103).  The same teaching appears, “It is not with corruptible goods, with silver or gold, that you have been redeemed from the foolish way of life that you inherited from your fathers, but with precious blood” (1 Pet 1:18; compare Isa 52:3).

The Lord himself says, “The Son of Man came to give his life as a ransom for the many” (dounai ten psychen autou lytron anti pollon). Salvation is liberation; compare Matthew 20:28 and Mark 10:45, with 1 Timothy 2:6, “There is only one God, and one Mediator between God and humans, the human Jesus Christ, who gave himself as a ransom for all.”  The compound antilyrton has exactly the same meaning as the simple lytron and corresponds to it in the Synoptics (Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke). 

Humans, being slaves of darkness (Rom 6:17, 20; Col 1:13) were incapable of liberating themselves (Matt 16:26), and Christ gave his life as a ransom for their emancipation.  This is not a pure substitution; but the sharing of our humanity which is expressed by the words “the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim 2:6) who did for us what we humans cannot do. This is confirmed by one of the great proclamations from Hebrews 2:10-13:

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 

11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one origin.  That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 
12 saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise”

13 And again,” I will put my trust in him.”

And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 

Immediately after this in Hebrews 2:14-18 we must notice:

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death –  that is, the devil – 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.  17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.” (Heb 2:17-18)

Three negative forces are included in the teaching of paying a ransom to the Father:

1. Payment ends once a payment is given. This kind of approach reduced the death of Christ into a past event which has an impact on God the Father.

2. Christ is no longer the Person.  One voice from the 4th Century is good enough to remind us who this Person is00:

From Gregory of Nazianzen, Theological Oration, 4:20

“He (Christ) is our sanctification, as himself being purity, that the pure may be encompassed by his purity (Titus 2:14).  He is our redemption, because he sets us free who were held captive under sin (2 Tim 2:26), giving himself as a ransom for us, (Mark 10:45) the sacrifice to make expiation for the world (Heb 7:26-27; 9:24-26; 10:10-12).  He is our resurrection, because he raises up, and brings to life again, to those who were slain by sin. (John 36:40).”
3. Christ came to lift up our condemnation which is death.  He abolished death and restored us to eternal life.  Therefore, none of the following could come out of a payment: 
Eternal life, the gift of adoption, resurrection of the body, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and our share in the kingdom of the Father which is sitting on the divine throne of the Son (Rev 3:17-21 and Rom 8:16-17)

Contextual Reading of the Common Terms

Used for Our Relationship with God in the Bible

- Ransom in the Old Testament -
Ransom in the Social and Legal Life of Israel

Exodus 21:30

If a ransom is laid on him, then he shall give for the redemption of his life whatever is laid upon him. 

Exodus 30:12

When you take the census of the people of Israel, then each shall give a ransom for himself to the LORD when you number them, that there be no plague among them when you number them. 

Leviticus 19:19

If a man lies carnally with a woman who is a slave, betrothed to another man and not yet ransomed or given her freedom, an inquiry shall be held. They shall not be put to death, because she was not free.
Numbers 35:

31 Moreover you shall accept no ransom for the life of a murderer, who is guilty of death; but he shall be put to death. 

32 And you shall accept no ransom for him who has fled to his city of refuge, that he may return to dwell in the land before the death of the high priest. 

Ransom as God Liberating a Human Without Any Payment

Job 6:23

“Deliver me from the adversary's hand”?
Or, “Ransom me from the hand of oppressors”?

Job 33:24

and he is gracious to him, and says,
“Deliver him from going down into the Pit,
I have found a ransom.”
Ransom in the Prayers in the Psalms

Psalms 49:
7 Truly no man can ransom himself,
8 or give to God the price of his life, for the ransom of his life is costly,
and can never suffice,

15 But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol,
for he will receive me. [Selah]

Isaiah and Jeremiah Prophecies for the Liberated Exiles

Isaiah 35:10

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Isaiah 51:11 (identical verse to Isaiah 35:10)

“And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Jeremiah 31:11

For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
The Future Work of the Messiah 

Hosea 13:14

Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol?
Shall I redeem them from Death?
O Death, where are your plagues?
O Sheol, where is your destruction?
Compassion is hid from my eyes.

- Ransom in the New Testament - 
Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45

The Son of man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

1 Timothy 2:6

Who gave himself as a ransom for all, the testimony to which was borne at the proper time. 

1 Peter 1:16

You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 

Revelation 5:9
and they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain and by your blood did ransom men for God from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.

Please note: to be ransomed “for God” is not the same as to be ransomed from “God’s wrath.”
- Price in the New Testament -
1 Corinthians 6:20
You were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

1 Corinthians 7:23

You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men. 

- Redeemed and Redemption in the OT -
Liberate

Exodus 6:6

Say therefore to the people of Israel, “I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment.” 

Please note: Not under obligation

Exodus 13:13
Every firstling of an ass you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every first-born of man among your sons you shall redeem. 

Exodus 15:13
Thou hast led in thy steadfast love
the people whom thou hast redeemed,
thou hast guided them by thy strength to thy holy abode.

Exodus 21:8
If she does not please her master, who has designated her for himself, then he shall let her be redeemed; he shall have no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has dealt faithlessly with her. 


Leviticus 25:
25 If your brother becomes poor, and sells part of his property, then his next of kin shall come and redeem what his brother has sold. 

26 If a man has no one to redeem it, and then himself becomes prosperous and finds sufficient means to redeem it, 

29 If a man sells a dwelling house in a walled city, he may redeem it within a whole year after its sale; for a full year he shall have the right of redemption. 

30 If it is not redeemed within a full year, then the house that is in the walled city shall be made sure in perpetuity to him who bought it, throughout his generations; it shall not be released in the jubilee. 

31 But the houses of the villages which have no wall around them shall be reckoned with the fields of the country; they may be redeemed, and they shall be released in the jubilee. 

32 Nevertheless the cities of the Levites, the houses in the cities of their possession, the Levites may redeem at any time. 

48 then after he is sold he may be redeemed; one of his brothers may redeem him, 

49 or his uncle, or his cousin may redeem him, or a near kinsman belonging to his family may redeem him; or if he grows rich he may redeem himself. 

54 And if he is not redeemed by these means, then he shall be released in the year of jubilee, he and his children with him.

Leviticus 27:13, 15; 13:15, 19, 20, 27 repeats the same social and legal laws

Numbers 3:
48 and give the money by which the excess number of them is redeemed to Aaron and his sons. 

49 So Moses took the redemption money from those who were over and above those redeemed by the Levites.

Deuteronomy 7:8

… but it is because the LORD loves you, and is keeping the oath which he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
Deuteronomy 9:26
And I prayed to the LORD, “O Lord GOD, destroy not thy people and thy heritage, whom thou hast redeemed through thy greatness, whom thou hast brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand.”

Deuteronomy 13:5

But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has taught rebellion against the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, to make you leave the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk.  So you shall purge the evil from the midst of you. 

Deuteronomy 15:15

You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God redeemed you; therefore I command you this today.
Deuteronomy 21:8 

Forgive, O LORD, thy people Israel, whom thou hast redeemed, and set not the guilt of innocent blood in the midst of thy people Israel; but let the guilt of blood be forgiven them.
Deuteronomy 24:18

but you shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this. 

Ruth 4:
4 So I thought I would tell you of it, and say, Buy it in the presence of those sitting here, and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not, tell me, that I may know, for there is no one besides you to redeem it, and I come after you." And he said, "I will redeem it." 

6 Then the next of kin said, "I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I impair my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it." 

7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a transaction, the one drew off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was the manner of attesting in Israel.
2 Samuel 4:9

But David answered Rechab and Ba'anah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beer'othite, "As the LORD lives, who has redeemed my life out of every adversity,
2 Samuel 7:23
What other nation on earth is like thy people Israel, whom God went to redeem to be his people, making himself a name, and doing for them great and terrible things, by driving out before his people a nation and its gods?
1 Kings 1:29

And the king swore, saying, "As the LORD lives, who has redeemed my soul out of every adversity, 

1 Chronicles 17:21

What other nation on earth is like thy people Israel, whom God went to redeem to be his people, making for thyself a name for great and terrible things, in driving out nations before thy people whom thou didst redeem from Egypt?
Nehemiah 1:10

They are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power and by thy strong hand. 

Job 5:20

In famine he will redeem you from death, and in war from the power of the sword.

Job 19:25
For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at last he will stand upon the earth;

Job 33:28

He has redeemed my soul from going down into the Pit, and my life shall see the light.'

Psalm 19:14

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

Psalm 25:22

Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.

Psalm 26:11

But as for me, I walk in my integrity; redeem me, and be gracious to me.

Psalm 31:5

Into thy hand I commit my spirit; thou hast redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.

Psalm 34:22

The LORD redeems the life of his servants;
none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.

Psalm 69:18
Draw near to me, redeem me, set me free because of my enemies!

Psalm 72:14
From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 

and precious is their blood in his sight.

Psalm 74:2
Remember thy congregation, which thou hast gotten of old,
which thou hast redeemed to be the tribe of thy heritage!
Remember Mount Zion, where thou hast dwelt.

Psalm 77:15
Thou didst with thy arm redeem thy people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. [Selah]

Psalm 78:

35 They remembered that God was their rock, the Most High God their redeemer.
42 They did not keep in mind his power, or the day when he redeemed them from the foe;

Psalm 103:4

who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

Psalm 107:2
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he has redeemed from trouble

Psalm 119:
134 Redeem me from man's oppression, that I may keep thy precepts.

154 Plead my cause and redeem me; give me life according to thy promise!

Psalm 130:8
And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.

Proverbs 23:11

for their Redeemer is strong; he will plead their cause against you.

Isaiah 1:27
Zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by righteousness.

Isaiah 29:22

Therefore thus says the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob: "Jacob shall no more be ashamed, no more shall his face grow pale.

Isaiah 35:9
No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.

Isaiah 41:14
Fear not, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel!
I will help you, says the LORD; your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.

Isaiah 43:

1 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, 

he who formed you, O Israel:
"Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.

14 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
"For your sake I will send to Babylon and break down all the bars,
and the shouting of the Chalde'ans will be turned to lamentations.”
Isaiah 44: 
6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
"I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god.

22 I have swept away your transgressions like a cloud,
and your sins like mist; return to me, for I have redeemed you.

23 Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it; shout, O depths of the earth; 

break forth into singing, O mountains, O forest, and every tree in it!
For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, and will be glorified in Israel.

24 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed you from the womb:
"I am the LORD, who made all things, who stretched out the heavens alone,
who spread out the earth -- Who was with me? –
Isaiah 47:4

Our Redeemer -- the LORD of hosts is his name -- is the Holy One of Israel.

Isaiah 48:

17 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
"I am the LORD your God, who teaches you to profit,
who leads you in the way you should go.

20 Go forth from Babylon, flee from Chalde'a, declare this with a shout of joy, proclaim it, send it forth to the end of the earth; say, "The LORD has redeemed his servant Jacob!"

Isaiah 49:
7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the servant of rulers:
"Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;
because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you."

26 I will make your oppressors eat their own flesh,
and they shall be drunk with their own blood as with wine.
Then all flesh shall know that I am the LORD your Savior,
and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob."

Isaiah 50:2

Why, when I came, was there no man?
When I called, was there no one to answer?
Is my hand shortened, that it cannot redeem?
Or have I no power to deliver?
Behold, by my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a desert;
their fish stink for lack of water, and die of thirst.

Isaiah 51:10 

Was it not thou that didst dry up the sea, the waters of the great deep;
that didst make the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to pass over?

Isaiah 52:

3 For thus says the LORD: "You were sold for nothing, and you shall be redeemed without money. 

9 Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem;
for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.

Isaiah 54:

5 For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts is his name;
and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called.

8 In overflowing wrath for a moment I hid my face from you,
but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you, 

says the LORD, your Redeemer.
Isaiah 59:20

"And he will come to Zion as Redeemer, 

to those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” says the LORD.

Isaiah 60:16
You shall suck the milk of nations, you shall suck the breast of kings;
and you shall know that I, the LORD, am your Savior
and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

Isaiah 62:12

And they shall be called The holy people, The redeemed of the LORD;
and you shall be called Sought out, a city not forsaken.

Isaiah 63:

9 In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

16 For thou art our Father, though Abraham does not know us
and Israel does not acknowledge us; thou, O LORD, art our Father,
our Redeemer from of old is thy name.

Jeremiah 15:21

I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 

and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless."

Jeremiah 31:11

For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.

Jeremiah 50:34

Their Redeemer is strong; the LORD of hosts is his name. He will surely plead their cause, that he may give rest to the earth, but unrest to the inhabitants of Babylon.
Lamentations 3:58

Thou hast taken up my cause, O Lord, thou hast redeemed my life.

Hosea 7:13

Woe to them, for they have strayed from me!
Destruction to them, for they have rebelled against me!
I would redeem them, but they speak lies against me.

Hosea 13:14

Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol?
Shall I redeem them from Death?
O Death, where are your plagues?
O Sheol, where is your destruction?
Compassion is hid from my eyes.

Micah 4:10
Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail;
for now you shall go forth from the city and dwell in the open country;
you shall go to Babylon.
There you shall be rescued; there the LORD will redeem you
from the hand of your enemies.

Micah 6:4
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

and redeemed you from the house of bondage;
and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

Zechariah 10:8

"I will signal for them and gather them in, for I have redeemed them,
and they shall be as many as of old.

- Redeem in the New Testament -
Luke 1:68

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people,

Luke 24:21

But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since this happened. 

Galatians 3:13

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us – for it is written, "Cursed be every one who hangs on a tree" – …
Galatians 4:5
to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 

Titus 2:14
who gave himself for us to redeem us from all iniquity and to purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

Hebrews 9:15

Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred which redeems them from the transgressions under the first covenant. 

Revelation 14:

3 and they sing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders.  No one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who had been redeemed from the earth. 

4 It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are chaste; it is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes; these have been redeemed from mankind as first fruits for God and the Lamb.

- Reconciliation in the New Testament -
2 Corinthians 5:18-20
All this is from God who is a reconciler of us to himself through Christ and giver to us of the ministry of reconciliation that is in Christ.  God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their transgressions against them and placing the word of reconciliation with us.
Ephesians 2:11-22

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called the uncircumcision by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands – 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near in the blood of Christ.  

14 For he is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility
15 by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 
16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end. 
17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 
18 for through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 

19 So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
20 built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 
21 in whom the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 
22 in whom you also are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.   

On Reconciliation

In Classical Greek, reconciliation language focuses around the verb katallãssw and its derived cognates.  The word group seems to have been used by Greek writers to describe the exchange of goods or things, and to describe the process by which hostility between parties is eliminated and friendship is created.  Thus, the basic sense of the word for exchange can be metaphorically extended to include the exchange of relations, such as the exchange of enmity for friendship, between persons or larger political entities.  This usage can be refined further in terms of grammatical categories of usage.  The following categories are relevant: 

(a) The subject effects reconciliation between mutually antagonistic parties;
(b) The subject effects reconciliation by persuading a hostile party to give up its anger against the subject; 

(c) The subject is reconciled or effects reconciliation by persuading a hostile party to give up its anger, usually against the subject (middle or passive voice form);
(d) The subject effects reconciliation by giving up its own anger against another party (passive voice form).
 S. E. Porter, Katallãssw in Ancient Greek Literature, with Reference to the Pauline Writings (EFN 5; Córdoba: Ediciones el Almendro, 1994 and I. H. Marshall, “The Meaning of ‘Reconciliation,’ in R. A. Guelich (ed.), Unity and Diversity in New Testament Theology (FS G. E. Ladd; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978) 117–32; reprinted in Marshall, Jesus the Savior: Studies
in New Testament Theology (London: SPCK, 1990) 258–74.

Paul is the earliest known writer to use the active form of the verb for the subject, effecting reconciliation by giving up all trespasses, even those in the past.
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