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Jeff’s notes




Citizenship in Heaven Philippians and Colossians #2

When I study I like to look at the entire meaning of a word, because the Scriptures have to remain the foundation of our understanding of truth. 

Hebrew has a sense of feeling. Grace is a compassionate act. It is not divine favor in classical Greek, and not biblical Greek either. I need something big, like an empty the dishwasher. It’s not like, “Can I ask for a favor?” It’s an act even in secular Greek. It’s not an attitude; it’s an action. 

Page 2. 
With Paul there is a divine action not a favor. Have you heard that Jesus’ death is an act of grace? It means it is a revelation that brings an action. When Paul speaks of being saved by the grace of God alone, it means by grace God accepts a sinner. God didn’t heap sins on Jesus at his death, but God passed over him. 
There needs to be a correction of some popular mistakes. It’s not your faith that justifies you; our faith makes us accept the gift like my hand reaching out to accept the gift. God justifies, you receive by faith. But, justification is an act of grace not a gift. It’s very personal here by which we stand all the time; I stand in the status given to me in Christ. We have a tendency to slice the concept. It’s not the idea of Jesus, but Jesus himself. Luther understood Paul correctly. It is a divine action that God gives me, and by a divine action he gives me faith to receive it. If you have a debit card and you have no money in account, the machine will keep the card. The capital for us is not the money; it is Jesus himself. This slicing of Jesus is systematic. But is it done for clarity or for division? I can treat another person as a mental concept, and think it is the best way to treat people in business, but not with God.  Bankers ask, “Does this person fit the profile for a bank loan?” This isn’t how God works. 

Grace and favor: 
Favor is a social value, but it is better to receive a relationship. The Law came through Moses, grace and truth through Jesus Christ. The act of creation is an act of grace, but when we focus on sin and make it the center of our awareness we lose our link with creation. Christ is Lord of creation. It is grace to give me the likeness and image of God.  When you give birth to a child, there is joy – no one teaches you about it. The act of giving birth is an act of grace. God didn’t want humans to be like the dust, animals, or plants. In Judaism we say thanks at meals because we receive a gift from God of salt, meat, wine, etc. 
The struggle is that we talk about the Old Testament as law; the Old Testament law was our mediator, and then there was grace. We call now the age of grace, because we see grace in the flesh of Jesus Christ. I live in a universe created and redeemed by Jesus Christ. Even when you hug another person you receive a gift of God; even in a kiss, but it’s not like Mr. Freud means it. There is a two way street between us and God to receive grace. If you sin, and I know you sin a lot - the day I claim I'm not a sinner is the day I don’t claim grace. Being a sinner is the only qualification to receive the grace of God. If you sin, don’t sulk, or think your sin separates you from Christ Jesus now. 

Acts 15 – the first church council. 
Three things to remember from pages 3, 4, 5.
1. Grace is a generous act to anyone who is called by God to receive new life in Christ. 
2. Grace is given to those who don’t deserve it. You don’t have the privilege to be with God, but he invites you to his banquet. In the parables of banquets everyone is invited. He invited good and evil people to the wedding banquet, but they refused. It’s not a moral qualification that makes you a Christian. 

3. Here we hit a sensitive nerve: do you hear of grace as an eternal action or just temporarily in this life? Is it said specifically? But, you hear some people say that grace is lifted at end of the world and then there is judgment. Eternal life is not a peace of the jigsaw puzzle. Jesus solves all the puzzles of life. Read the gospels without commentaries and you will see God’s grace. 
Page 5 Shalom – when we speak of peace its just like grace, peace in the world means there is no war. That’s fine in the political realm.

But there are two qualities of peace

1. It’s a gift: shalom means health, goodness, well being, tranquility, all the good things in the social life.

2. Shalom is again Jesus Christ in the New Testament. This is a hard nut to crack. How did Christ become peace himself? He united God and man in his person, he abolished all the problems between God and man, he wasn't dealing with us like I give you a good thing. Jesus Christ says he will be the peace of God, we will stand in God’s presence and be at peace with him. He came to us human beings and then the universe later on. 

Page 6 – The New Testament’s theology of peace. It’s terrific. You will scatter, but you will have peace because you are coming back to me which means, “I am your peace.” Christ gives us and shares with us his own peace in us. Faith is sharing, and sadly we have not absorbed that yet. If I say I believe in Bob or Pam, it means there is a relationship that is going on between the two. Do you believe in hell? But, there is no communion between me and hell. I don’t believe in the devil, he exists, but I’m not in a relationship with him. So, some people treat Christ as a harsh person, who we have to justify.
He has given you all the sins you are about to do, but it makes me think deeply on what Christ has done. The Holy Spirit is the gift of peace. Can we receive the Holy Spirit twice? It’s not a word – it is something shared in the form the person. Shalom means he is wishing you good health and life. It’s not just a detached word. It’s better with God.
The gospel of peace is hidden in English. What of the evangelism of peace? The church is called to receive peace and it has to be pursued. It’s so simple it passes through our heads without us thinking about it. 
Philemon – Christ enters our troubled room and he will say “peace.” Suddenly peace descends on the heart. Peace must be pursued. What is problem? I have an old life, I don’t want to take it off – that is the obstacle. I don’t want to lose my mortal life, we want the mortal instead of immortal. We have to change this and want the immortal. Its two sides of a coin – the old life is in us, but we also have the new life. The new life is often just a seed that needs to grow up. If I look at only the old side I see only the dead things in me, but when I look at Christ I see the things I want. It’s a shared effort with Jesus. 
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