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First Corinthians 3, September 19, 2012

Paul sets up a test of the preaching as true or false. The cross stands to say our understanding is false or evil in our actions or beliefs. It’s an alien message in any human society. It is not held in high esteem.

1. Humans by inclination love power: our strength, our success. We have no patience. We get confused about sex and love. We’ll talk about that when it gets colder (laughter). When you speak of God becoming human, dying on cross, all the powerful have to frown when the Gospel says sinners are saved. 
a. Muslims hate the cross because Islam is based on a law and no room for compassion. It’s all harsh treatment in order to control the society. People hear that Jesus came to die for sinners, and the people say it is foolishness. 
b. Romans depict Jesus as a donkey because donkeys can be beaten and do not complain (drawing in notes). Romans couldn’t allow Christians any place in their society. Do we accommodate the broken kindly? Even in some persecuted churches in the Middle East they have trouble accepting the broken. 
c. I met a man who wanted to become a Sihk because he started asking hard questions and the church threw him out. We had a word in England – churchianity. It is not a church when it throws out people who want to ask questions. The message of the Church is one thing; the message of Christ is totally alien. The message of Christ is most important. 
2. Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18ff Paul quotes Isaiah when he speaks of Moses stopping the magicians of Egypt with a stick. People cannot stand against the wisdom of God – not by strength but by showing his patience and mercy and letting evil take its course until it expires. The end of evil in the eyes of God is imminent, but in our eyes it is terrifying. God will let Babylon, Rome, the Soviet Union, and even Islam will collapse. 
a. People say the Quran holds everything for the past and present, but not the future. Watch history. Who is planning the future? Not the Muslims. Who is making discoveries in medicine, etc.? Human achievement is taking place in the USA. Cortex was invented at the University of Chicago, and the Chinese manage to steal it and send it back to us. Centers of technology, education, cannot come out of a book, but out of the democratic system that allows research. 
b. If our life depends on a written book written in the AD 700s, events happen and do we live our lives the same today as it was back then. Can you control the future by a text? Arabic experts are realizing the words are Aramaic not Arabic. “Quran” is an Aramaic (Hebrew dialect) name. It is a flood. Arthur Jeffrey published Foreign Words in the Quran. [Salvation is in the book for Islam rather than in a living God] No text will ever control life. Life will go on and leave the text behind. Paul in 2 Corinthians 3:7 says that if the ministry of what destroys life is glorious, how much more is the ministry that gives life. God was never the God of the past (Muslims). Our God is the God of the future also. We need to study the difference between the two covenants.
c. You should know the difference between a living person and a book. Why do you mobilize people? Progress comes from people highly organized and freely. The government is the people in the West. But in the East the government is the mullah and a book he holds. Look at Persia, Egypt, Iraq. Where are all those great countries today? Why is there a decline? Because everything is controlled from above. We aren’t a police state. The word freedom is not in the Quran, but comes out of the New Testament. What is the flag of freedom – Christ crucified. Muslims don’t understand that Jesus freely gave himself so that the flag of freedom is everywhere. Where is the problem with all these philosophies? They crash at the foot of the cross. 
3. Page 2 – We say people don’t fit our system. I like you George but I don’t like your ideas, they are offensive. 
a. Philemon’s letter – being a person means we have to grow in wisdom in fellowship. No bottles of wisdom. 
b. Remember Animal Farm by George Orwell. It is no longer taught in Great Britain. There is a war that goes on of the media against Christianity. In Great Britain Christianity has to be destroyed because Christianity allows people to think for themselves and that is very dangerous for any political system. It is about how people are seduced in the media. I got a call asking about a Coptic papyrus that claims Jesus was married. I translated it. All it says in Gospel of Philip “he was married… he kissed… but it doesn’t say anything else.” Why would he claim that Jesus was married? Dan Brown manipulates the text. 
c. The cross doesn’t use the power of strength, and puts love first but it sounds weak. 

4. Page 5 - Logos acutely means action not just word but action. The logos of the cross stands in contrast to elegant wisdom. 
5. Since ancient times any injury has to be punished, but here is a message of forgiveness. Nothing is demanded. The Cross is a message of freedom. If I keep a grudge in my heart, hatred will destroy my own freedom, anger will limit my power. After you kill the dog or whatever, don’t we say I wish I haven’t done it. Hate destroys our peace and enslaves you to that person. Philemon says he will eat you everyday, because everyday your enemy lives inside of you. That is the power of forgiveness. That’s why Jesus says he will bring so many more when I am dead. Christ took the sting, the fear of death.
6. Wisdom doesn’t use the tools of evil, which are all distractions. If I fight like my enemy, I become like him. I build the same anger and hate. I was with a friend in Beirut and we came to a Shiite militia check point. They saw an American passport and they bet the man. I had a Red Cross passport. He asked what they wanted. Here’s my wallet, my passport, my car keys. He was cool and calm and to my surprise the boy stopped beating him. They let us go. I asked him how that happened. He said he didn’t have a seed of violence in him. George, it won’t be taken away by a prayer, you have to change your life. That began a turning point in my life, but I am not completely clean (laughter). Pain and fear brings back old memories. 
a. The folly of the Cross. Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons don’t like to say the cross is a cross. They call it a stake. 
7. Page 7 – Philemon’s letter. How do we answer people? Stop talking about the forgiveness of sins. Its number twenty (20) on the list, but instead talk about our Adoption in Christ. We became addicted to sin and forgiveness. We need to know the Lord positively as the Lord of Life. He came to make dead men live. Muslim say God gave us the law because of our ignorance. But God came to give us life. 
a. Do you have nightmares? Yes, from war of 1956 and the tanks. My best nightmare is seeing myself preaching in the church and the people screaming for me to stop. I pour all my anguish at the cross. It’s not my problem it’s yours Lord. I have a book of conversations with my Savior. Maybe May will publish it after I am gone. 
8. Logos is an action and the action became flesh. That’s good. There are discrepancies between Anglo-Saxon and the original languages of the Bible. Read Genesis with Isaiah. God created-redeemed. God created to redeem (bah-rah). We split the two. God forgets our sins. 
a. Micah (me-kah) last 3 verses. He will hurl all our sins into the Sea of forgetfulness. 

9. You come to Christ not for forgiveness but for life. God gives us His life to live in us. You can confess from now to eternity and it doesn’t change anything because he has already forgiven us. 
a. God rebuked a desert father for coming to pray in the church. You have committed three sins 
i. 1. He seeks me when I am everywhere 
ii. 2. I have more mercy than you have mercy for yourself. 
iii. 3. I have already forgiven the sins you will commit. Forgiveness is the catsup but adoption is the hamburger in American language. We go for the catsup instead of the burger. 
b. Be the child of God and that will stop you from sinning. What about having Christ in you the hope of glory? Sin focuses on ourselves instead of focusing on Christ. When you focus on Christ you cannot sin. 
c. May – trapeze artist don’t concentrate on the net but on living from one trapeze to another. We fall and we bounce back, and continue living in the love of God. 
