Jeff’s Notes on George Babawi

1
First Corinthians #1, September 5, 2012

Why study 1 Corinthians? It’s because it’s a church full of problems. In Europe we hide the problems of the church. There are twelve (12) problems listed on page 1. The Wednesday morning group discussed homosexuality and people want to reduce the Church to one issue and divide over it. It’s the same with creationism. By what grounds is one particular element used to fight about. One tutor at Cambridge said, “Definitions create divisions.” What is the purpose of creating groups and fighting over ideas? Paul is wondering why this church goes to the unjust Roman courts to appeal decisions in the church. In Chapters 12-14 it is about fighting over the gifts of the Holy Spirit. In Chapter 15 it is about the resurrection of the body. Would you walk out on someone if another leader is speaking?
One of the leaders was Apollos who was born in Alexandria. The scribes note that he was a Jew and learned Christianity in Egypt. He knew the scriptures very well and could argue with the Jews. He must have had an impact on the Church, and there are many references to the wisdom in Corinthians. 
Some New Testament scholars try to make it seem that the church was divided in two groups: Peter who spoke for those who wanted to go back to Law, and Paul who was the apostle to gentiles. If you read the letters of Peter, this isn’t what happened. We stay in the Church for the sake of Christ, not to hear a preacher, or to listen to the music, or anything else. I’m there to worship Christ alone. 
Pages 2-3: Why did Paul write this letter? We need Paul’s stamina, endurance, and determination. He stayed in touch with those he led to faith both in person and by letters. Paul dealt with the debates, questions, and the living of the faith in Christ. Christ becomes flesh and blood once more in the letters of Paul. He realized the division that could disrupt the Church: if you divide the community you divide Christ. You cannot break Christ into pieces. Christ came to abolish the divisions especially the greatest division: death. Christ is no longer under the power of death. If I divide the community by the sin of division, it is directed at Christ himself. Paul rolls with the pain on Cross. Over the centuries the Cross became a piece of wood, jewelry, but it is about how to put the cross outside our life by making it jewelry. 
When I became a deacon, I was given a gold cross with a chain. Philemon asked me “When did the cross become a piece of gold? Oh, so you put the cross outside your life. The cross is in me and not an object outside of me. Because I have been crucified with Christ and world is crucified to me.” It is the power to have the patience and stamina of Paul. We ask Christ to forgive us and to forgive each other. You know we even disagree on how to make the sign of the cross. Right to left, or left to right? {George crosses himself with two hands in both directions} How great is our Christian love? We have all these crosses to identify our group and denominations. What have we made the cross? 
Page 3: 1 Corinthians 1:1 text – The church is filled with all these horrible people, and he calls them saints. Throughout the centuries the farther people travel from the New Testament, they lessen the quality of the character of the human beings. I don’t believe we have seen any great work on sanctification. One school says, “I’m a sinner but sanctified by Holy Spirit.” I will never be without sin while alive (Gospel of John) “If we say we have no sin… the truth is not in us…” What are we doing by looking at dark side of life and saying this is you? If I have one spot on my life like a shirt, it needs to be cleaned. That’s old school. Reformers said that sanctification is endurance in the life of Christ and that sins aren’t measured by how many we have. But, which kinds of sins are destroying things in our lives? 
God’s Divine love is blind and doesn’t look at our deeds, but looks at us how we should be in the Kingdom of God (Father Magnus). It’s like parents with a problem child; he is still cared for by them. He may be the president of us one day. He is called to be a saint. Don’t lose your courage to come to God. If you lose your trust in God’s love, you will never approach him again. I am dirty and need to be washed. If I really look at my weakness all the time, I will not progress. General DeGalle of France said, “If we had believed everything the enemy said about us, we would never have fought the Germans.” If I look at my weakness, I stay down. If I look to Christ, I am lifted up. The Church is not only you, but it is around you as well. 
“Brother” is an excellent translation. Is the person next to you your brother or sister? Yes, Why? It’s because of the incarnation of Jesus Christ. When I moved from the synagogue to the Church I felt alienated. When I became a Christian I said to people, “You are my flesh and blood. How are you doing?” Brother is a greeting. It used to be that Abraham made us brothers, but now there is someone greater: Jesus Christ and the bond that He creates. If I missed you and pray for you, then you are still in my awareness. 
Page 5: If people quarrel, it expresses their emptiness. Quarreling doesn’t bring the gifts but brings divisions. A Pentecostal pastor once asked Philemon, “Do you speak in tongues?” Philemon said, “Yes, I speak in the tongue of love. Do you speak with the tongue of love?” It is the tongue of the new creation, because the love of God has been poured into our hearts. 
Read the letters of John the evangelist. These letters are strong. 1 John 4:7 says, “Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.” Look at it in the grace and mercy of Christ. There are many things that anger us, but the one who loved us loved with pain – that’s crucified love. Love made Christ bleed. It’s not a nice journey. Love is a commitment of the will, a decision of the will, even if I don’t have the feelings, it instills love in me. How do nurses take care of people who vomit? They control their feelings. Divine love is not about feelings. 1 Corinthians 12 is about having clarity of faith that you have committed yourself to this or that in Christ Jesus. 
Philemon’s note correction: It’s not enigmatic but think about it. If I quarrel, I lose my clarity of focus and have fallen into great sins. But, because of God’s mercy we are still in Christ.
Last note from Philemon: Don’t be afraid of Christ or to look into the eyes of the Lord Jesus. Every time I have fear it is to awaken me to God’s mercy. 
Some Muslim friends attended a Christian’s funeral and heard the pastor speak of God’s mercy. Then the man asked, “Why do reject Islam?” He responded, “(1) I can’t exchange ten bad things for one good thing [that’s a business man], (2) you can’t exchange earthly things for heavenly things, and (3) you deny God from showing his mercy. 

